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SYS 406 Sociology of Marginalised Groups 

Objectives: 

This course helps the student 
1. To focus on the segments of population lived on the margins of society.  
2. Analyse the social situation of groups that have not received adequate attention.  
3. To sensitize students to the significance of the sociological study on Dalits.  
4. To study the tribal communities and nomadic castes and tribes.  
5. To focus on groups and communities which have suffered extreme poverty, 

deprivation and discrimination over a long period of time. 

Course Outcome: 

CO1. Focus on the neglected segments of the population.  
CO2. Sociological study of Dalits,  
CO3. Understand tribal communities and nomadic tribes.  
CO4. Focus communities in extreme poverty, deprivation and discrimination. 
CO5. Nature of social exclusion in India. 
CO6. Positive discrimination and reservation policy. 

Course Content: 

UNIT – I :  Introduction:         Hrs -14 

a. Meaning and Process of Marginalizaiton 
b. Scope and Importance of the Study of Marginalization 
c. Marginalization and its Socio-Economic  Indices: Poverty, Relative 

deprivation, Exploitation, Discrimination, Backwardness, and Inequality 

UNIT – II : Perspectives on Marginalization:     Hrs -12 

a. Role of Ideology in Marginalization 
b. Subaltern perspective - Views of Phule, Periyar and Ambedkar 
c. Human rights perspective 

UNIT – III : Marginalized Groups in India:     Hrs -14 

a. Schedule Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
b. Minorities: Muslims, Christians, Parsees 
c. Women and Aged 

UNIT – IV : Emerging Marginalized Groups:    Hrs -12 

a. Gay, Lesbians and Transgender  
b. Displaced by development projects  
c. Refugees  
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UNIT – V : Marginalization and Affirmative  Actions:   Hrs -12 
a. Constitutional Provisions 
b. Governmental Policies and Programmes 
c. Role of N.G.Os. 
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